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upon points which had been overlooked in our anxiety to establish the principle; I applied at the opening of the session for a Committee, and we were engaged upon the subject when the Express arrived bringing the news of peace. The original draft of the Bill, in my handwriting, is filed among the archives of the Senate, with the following endorsement:—
The original classification Bill—to be preserved as a Memento of the Patriotism, Intelligence and Firmness of the Legislature of 1814-15.
M. V. BURKN. Filed, Feby 21st 1815
The additional results of the active patriotism of the Republican members were Bills to raise the pay of the Militia while in the service of the United States,—to Encourage Privateering—to raise a Corps of Sea fencibles,—and to raise two Regiments of colored men. These laws were highly approved at Washington, and President Madison, to testify the sense of the national administration of the high stand taken by New York, offered to Governor Tompkins the office of Secretary of State,1 made vacant by [the transfer of James Monroe to the War Department.]
Although surrounded by difficulties which were calculated to disturb the strongest nerves and constantly obliged to jeopard his private fortune by personal responsibilities, indispensably assumed for the public service, and thereby laying the foundation for the destruction of his future peace of mind, he [Tompkins] declined an appointment which was then regarded as the stepping stone to the Presidency. The reason assigned for his declension was his conviction that he could, during the continuance of the War, be of more service to the country in the position of Governor of New York, than in that of Secretary of State. There is no doubt that this was the only consideration that determined his conduct, and it presented an instance of pure and self sacrificing patriotism, rarely equalled and certainly not surpassed by any single act during the War.
Chancellor Kent objected, in the Council of Revision, to the Classification Bill, the Bill to raise a ° corps of sea-fencibles, and the Bill to encourage Privateering, and delivered an Opinion, which savoured more than was deemed suitable to the occasion of an appeal to popular prejudices. My friend Col. Samuel Young, who had commenced his legislative career at the previous session, with much promise, and was now Speaker of the Assembly, answered and successfully refuted the Chancellor's objections to the Classification Act in one or two able numbers published in the Albany Argus, over the signature of " Juris coysultus." The Chancellor replied over
1 Offer made September 20, 1S14.—W. C. F.                ° MS. I, p. 75. 24, Ig14.—W. C. P.
